January 4, 2012

Dear Parents/Guardians,

I would like to welcome you and your senior to the spring semester of the 2011-2012 school year at McLean County High School and to my English 12 class where we will be exploring British Literature.  As I am sure you know, 12th grade is an extremely important year in which students take their last few steps before entering the “real world.”  This is their final chance to obtain the vital skills and necessary information for their successful futures.  I am looking forward to helping students develop these skills, not only in English and academics, but also in life.  However, in order for each student to reach his or her maximum potential, I need your help.  

Most importantly, students need to be in class on time in order to learn, so, regular attendance is a necessity.  Students must also behave in an appropriate and mature manner, and must complete class and homework assignments.  If a student is absent, he/she is responsible for looking up the missed work on my website.  I have shown your child how to do this in class. Hopefully they will be spending time reading and exploring material they truly enjoy.  If these basic standards are achieved, we will have a spectacular school year in which your child will grow and learn on numerous levels.

Also, please be advised that every student will receive an interim report halfway through each nine-week period, and a report card at the end of each quarter.  Furthermore, please be aware that every student’s progress (i.e. specific grades, absences, tardies, etc.) is always available online at www.mclean.kyschools.us" www.mclean.kyschools.us (click on the Infinite Campus link).  This easily accessible tool will enable you to monitor academic progress on a daily basis if you choose!  Please remember that you must first have a password from the guidance office to log on to the website.  Classroom materials, make-up work and other important information can be viewed at my website www.mclean.kyschools.us" www.mclean.kyschools.us (click on McLean County High School, teacher websites and then find my name on the list). 

Please contact me if you have any concerns or questions.  I can be reached by phone at 270-273-5278 (planning time is 9:30-10:30) or (much more efficiently) by email at tracy.kinney@mclean.kyschools.us . 

One more thing to note, this semester we will be watching a few movies which will allow students to further their understanding of the content taught in class.  These movies are PG-13 movies, and I need your permission for your child to watch them.  The following are the movies we will be watching in class (you can look up any information on these movies on the following website- www.imdb.com ):
	A Knight’s Tale (to follow the study of The Canterbury Tales)
	The Boy in the Striped Pajamas (to follow the study of the Holocaust)


I want to offer students the opportunity to be part of a successful learning environment by providing a fair, creative, and educational atmosphere. I look forward to working with parents, guardians, and students to ensure that each child has the best experience possible in my class.  So if we all work together, there are no limits to what we may be able to achieve this year!


Respectfully,

Tracy Kinney
English Teacher 
McLean County High School

Please complete the next portion of this letter and have your child return it to me no later than January 10th (for points!).  Signing this form signifies that both you and your child have read, understand, and agree to the rules, procedures, and expectations, etc. of my class. THANK YOU!!!!


Student Name (Please Print)________________________________________________________

Student Signature ________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian name & relationship (Please Print)______________________________________

Parent Signature__________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone Numbers (at least 2): (Home/Cell/Work): _________________________________

Student email address______________________________________________________________

Parent email address (if applicable) ___________________________________________________

Parent permission for watching the two movies listed in the letter:  __________________________

